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I am sorry to those who have been monitoring their
letterboxes expecting this issue to arrive in mid-September. The
reason for the delay is that a decision was taken to delay
publication so that the New Colours Parade and the Laying up of
the Old Colours could be included in the same issue.

I cannot say much about the New Colours Parade, as I was
unable to attend, but those that did seem to have had a wonderful,
if slightly emotional day. It was just a shame to see so many
photographs of empty stands and advertising hoardings as a
backdrop to such an historic occasion.

The 8th September 2013 was perhaps a much more
significant event for ex-members of the 22nd. Seeing the last
Colours of the 1st and 3rd Battalions handed into the custody of
Chester Cathedral was, I am sure, a moving occasion for all those
who attended. 

With the Mercian Regiment downsizing to two battalions, and
the 2nd Battalion, as opposed to the 1st Battalion, posted to Chester,
I do wonder if we are seeing further traces of “Cheshire” squeezed
out of the 1st Battalion… …perhaps I am just being paranoid.

We have lost a number of members who have been posted to
“Higher Formation”, but I will particularly mention Major John
Holden, who will be a great loss to the CRA. He gave great
service to the CRA and Stockport Branch in particular. Most of
this service was done behind the scenes, quietly and without fuss.
He will be greatly missed and I am grateful to Alan Jennings for
writing an excellent obituary.

With the late publication of this issue, the deadline for the next
issue will be 24th February 2014. Please send your contributions
to me at: The School House, Dartmouth Road, London SE26 4RD.
My telephone number is 020 8290 4268 (please note change). You
can also e-mail me at: george.szwejkowski@sky.com

George Szwejkowski

EDITORIAL
Sat in the semi darkness of RHQ waiting to start the branch

officers’ meeting and thinking of the forthcoming six months, it
really did feel like ‘after the Lord Mayor’s show’! (The semi
darkness was due to the latest in a number of power cuts which were
causing havoc. No lights, no coffee and no lunch. “Being Cheshires,
we are used to working in the dark,” was one of the milder quips.)

Whilst waiting for the Regimental Secretary to get some
sense from the electricity supplier, my mind reflected on events
during the previous three months. The presentation of new
Colours at Worcester; the full week of county marches; and of
course the quite excellent Mons Day commemoration, which
included the laying-up of the final Colours bearing the title
‘Cheshire’; kept us all interested and busy.

Worcester, for me, was a fabulous day, with a fabulous
parade. Dave Sherlock’s immaculate salute with the bowler hat
as he marched in front of the CRA, was equalled only by Derek
Sykes’ splendid presence and bearing on parade with the Mercian
Standard. To watch Brigadier Mike Dauncey chatting to HRH
was a very special moment. 

Mons Day, too, was remarkable in so many ways. From a
CRA perspective, our bearing and élan on parade was there for all
to see and appreciate. Our pride, a given, as we were privileged to
witness the ‘last Cheshire colours’ laid to rest. ‘Privileged’ when
we think of friends and colleagues whom we would have wished
to be with us but who, for whatever reason… could not.

Might I then, on your behalf, use this column to record our
thanks to Major Eddie Pickering, our quite excellent Secretary.
His skill, hard work and ‘Cheshire’ understanding has allowed
these three significant events to go without any noticeable glitch.
A virtual ‘one man band’ – he must, on occasions, have felt very
isolated. Outstanding. Eddie, thank you.

All of which makes looking at the onset of winter and the
forthcoming AGM in February feel a little like ……….. ‘after the
Lord Mayor’s show.’ No doubt Remembrance Sunday, with all the
various parades and work on behalf of the Royal British Legion,
will keep us active. Please don’t forget the social highlight of the
winter season – no, not Christmas but the East Cheshire Reunion
at Stockport on Saturday 26 October. Hope to see as many of you
there as possible - including regimental officers.

Until the next edition, best wishes to you all.

Wha wadna fecht for Charlie

CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN

1

CONTENTS

Like Father, Like Son  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Word from the Branches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2-5
Minutes of the CRAMC Meeting  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6-7
Regimental Golf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7
Presentation of New Colours & Laying Up of the Old  . .8-9
Sparky’s Story by ex-Pte Mike Dempsey  . . . . . . . . . .10
The Fairbanks Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10
Book Review by Arthur Clarke . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11
Brook Barracks – Spandau 1955 by Bill Helliwell .12-13
Christmas Post, Defence Discount Service . . . . . . . . .13
The Mercian Regt Charity, Memorial Bench  . . . . . . .14
Obituary – Major John Holden TD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .15
Calendar of Events, Club News,  Last Post  . . . . . . . .16

The link for the CRA webpage is:
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/regimental-
associations/the-cheshire-regiment-association.aspx
The Mercian Regiment website is:
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx

The opinions expressed in the articles in this newsletter are
those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policy and
views, official or otherwise of RHQ or the CRA.



Fast forward to 2013 and it was his son, Major Ronnie
Goodwin doing a similar thing in dressing the new colours.
Although a sad day for Major Ron “Senior” to see the old colours
marched off, it was also a proud day to see his son dress the new
ones. A great family day, in our ever glorious family regiment.

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON

It was at the Tercentenary New Colours Parade that Major
Ron Goodwin MBE prepared the flags (before they became
colours) with the oak wreath. After the parade he retrieved the
wreaths and had them mounted in a case with photographs. They
are now in the Oak Room at RHQ. 

2

BIRKENHEAD BRANCH
The first of several highlights of the past few months was

when a party from the Branch attended the Presentation of
Colours to the Mercian Regiment on 6th June. The Colours of the
Cheshire Regiment were seen for almost the last time and, sad to
watch, marched off parade as ‘Old Colours’ together with those
of the other antecedent Regiments. A few of us managed to join
the CRA detachment to march past behind the Association
Standards to the very brisk pace set by the Band of The RLC. A
couple of weeks later, we were able to welcome the 1st Battalion,
parading under their new Colours, at their Homecoming March
in Birkenhead, which was well supported by local people and the
soldiers’ families.

On 14th July a number of us joined our friends at Ellesmere
Port Branch at their annual memorial services, one in the
National Waterways Museum and the other at the Cheshire
Regiment Copse in Whitby Park. This event concluded as usual
with a convivial buffet. It deserves greater support, especially
from those members within easy travelling distance.

At the annual Mons Day CRA Reunion Parade, the forming-
up of the CRA contingent on the Castle square was enlivened as
Major-General Skempton was heartily applauded when he took
the opportunity to address a marching body as “22nd” for one
more time. This year Mons Day’s CRA programme was
combined with several other significant events. These included
the Laying Up of the Colours of 1st and 3rd Battalions and re-
dedication of the WW2 Regimental memorial. One of many
poignant moments in the packed Cathedral came as 22nd
Regimental Slow March was played for the Colours to be
marched the length of the aisle. The parade concluded with 
1 MERCIAN’S Homecoming March. Some of our members
were disappointed at not being able to join in with them to salute
the Lord Mayor as is the custom on Mons Day, but watched and
applauded our soldiers. Lunch was held at the Castle, during
which a certain lady of the Branch, when asked to draw the first
prize ticket for the Mons Day draw, dipped deeply into the drum
and pulled out her own! 

We are looking forward to attending the East Cheshire
Reunion in October and making arrangements for Remembrance
Sunday. Finally, we must congratulate our Branch President, Ken
Thiis, on reaching his 90th birthday – celebrated by his treating
us all to the Branch buffet.

Peter Jackson

CHESTER BRANCH
The past quarter is one that we at Chester wish to forget. In

the space of as many weeks we said our last farewells to three
Branch stalwarts: the incomparable Henry Dodds, Mrs Alice
Sproston and Mrs Joyce Jenkins. All of them were loyal and
steadfast supporters who will be greatly missed. 

But life must go on and we now turn our attention to our
forthcoming Branch Dinner, and to the Race Night we are
running on 25th October. Anyone who has a shirt or two they
wish to lose are heartily invited to attend. All we ask is that
anyone wishing to spend an evening gambling should let us
know, so that we can organise the free curry supper we will
provide. Any race lovers who don’t like curry will be offered an
alternative. 

Our Christmas lunch this year will be on Sunday 8th
December and will be a two course affair with a glass of wine
included. The cost of the meal is not yet to hand but it will not
bankrupt anyone. 

The Christmas draw will be on Friday 20th December and
will be open to members and guests, but again I would ask that
if you want to try and win Christmas presents for your
grandchildren please let us know. If you do so we will be able to
ensure that we have sufficient mulled wine and mince pies to
hand. I look forward to seeing a few of you on the night. 

Until then all of us at Chester say take care of yourselves,
keep healthy, and above all keep smiling.

John Fairbanks

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES

Major Ron Goodwin MBE dressing the Colours in 1989 Major Ronnie Goodwin dressing the Colours in 2013
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ELLESMERE PORT BRANCH
Greetings once again from Ellesmere Port. I start with news

of Mr George Ford; after suffering a stroke, and a spell in
hospital he is now a resident in a local care home. All our
thoughts and prayers are with you George. Keep soldiering
buddy.

On June 12th we welcomed 1 Mercian back to town. Our
Branch was well represented, with Branch Standard paraded by
Tom Simkins.

June 29th saw the event Veterans/Armed Forces Day. Once
again, the CRA were well represented, and this year we held the
event in Ellesmere Port Arcades Shopping Centre. A focal point of
interest was a display of weaponry, old and new by Tom Simkins. 

On July 14th we assembled for our customary annual
services. August 17th saw around 26 members and friends
departing on the Branch summer (?) outing, destination the Lake
District. I have no feedback at the moment on this but will report
later.

All for now. See you on Mons Parade, a special one this year
as we see the colours of the 22nd laid up in the Cathedral. 

Gordon Kipps

Annual Service of Commemoration
From Ellesmere Port Branch, a big thank you to all who gave

their support on July 14th. In particular, our friends from
Birkenhead, who made an impressive turn out. Sadly, numbers
were down again on last year, but at the end of the day I was quite
happy. I recall in 2008 (the first year I became involved) we had
twelve Standards on parade. We were very pleased to welcome
the new chairman of CRAMAC, David Oak, who laid the two
wreaths on our behalf. I hope he found me better organized than
he did at a recent Ellesmere Port Branch meeting he attended. On
the night we had to relinquish our meeting room, holding the
meeting in the main bar, to a background sound track of shuffling
dominoes etc. Thanks to John Davies for his excellent “liaison”
work with the caterer who provided a fantastic buffet and our
ladies’ section who “supervised” it.

Gordon Kipps

NANTWICH AND DISTRICT
There continues to be a good attendance at our once-monthly

meetings, held in the Crosville Social Club, from 7.30pm on the
last Tuesday of each month. New members are always welcome.
The meetings are ably chaired by Brian Billington, whilst branch
chairman Harry Tomkinson continues to recuperate after a long
illness. Some of our members are unwell and cards have been
sent on behalf of the branch.

Since the last newsletter, branch members have attended the
Malaya/Singapore Reunion in Pelsall. All enjoyed a great night.

We are looking forward to the Mons Reunion in Chester and
the East Cheshire Reunion in Stockport.

The branch has arranged two town collection events, namely
in Crewe on Saturday 12th October and in Nantwich on
Thursday 31st October – hopefully with good “outreach” into the
communities.

The next branch meeting will be held on Tuesday 29th
October in the Crosville Club at 7.30pm, for an 8pm start. Best
wishes to all in the CRA.

Ray Stafford

SOUTHERN REGION
It has been a remarkably quiet period for the Southern

Region. Other than a few of us attending the Inter Services T20
Cricket Tournament at Lords, most of our activities have centred
upon attending events such as the New Colours Parade at
Worcester and the Mons Reunion in Chester. It was good to see
so many of us making the trip to Chester to see our colours laid
up for the last time.

We look forward to attending the Field of Remembrance at
Westminster Abbey on Thursday 7th November, a visit to the
Tower of London on the evening of Saturday 9th November and
of course representing the Cheshire Regiment at the Cenotaph on
Remembrance Sunday.

Although we are a few months away still, perhaps it is an
opportune moment to inform you all that the Southern Region
will be holding their Meeanee Ladies’ Dinner at the Victory
Services Club, London on Saturday 8th February 2014. Please
put it in your diary now.

Our next meeting will be at 7pm on Thursday 24th October.
For one night only it will be held in the Opera Room of the
Chandos Public House, adjacent to Trafalgar Square.

George Szwejkowski 

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

Ellesmere Port Arcades, when members of the branch were involved in
Veterans/Armed Forces day.
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STOCKPORT BRANCH
I am in receipt of two sets of notes from Stockport Branch,

which slightly overlap. Apologies if they appear slightly
disjointed (Ed).

In February, as promised, a Colour Party attended
Capesthorne Hall courtesy of Colonel Sir William and Lady
Bromley-Davenport and the Macclesfield Branch CRA. A good
turn-out in a very charming location.

Keith Mort went once again to Leeds General for a bone
transplant this time, one more operation (No.5) in his long and
painful road to recovery. (Stockport have their own Bionic Man
now).

February 7th and we paraded with Standards at the Funeral
of Brian (Dickie) Dale ex 22 Cheshire Regiment 1959-65.

February 14th and once again our Association Branch
Standard was present at the internment of the Ashes of the late
Major Tommy McIntyre in the Southern Cemetery (Manchester),
and after at Tommy’s local Pub for a chilli or hotpot (very
welcome on such a cold day).

Friday 15th February saw a social darts evening at the
Armoury Pub (AKA Armoury 2). The numbers present could
have been better but were overshadowed by the Meeanee
Reunion in Blackpool. This prestigious occasion, I’m led to
believe, was a resounding success but yours truly, regrettably,
was otherwise engaged and unable to attend. Maybe next time?

22nd February and Roy (Angus) Porter with his lovely wife
Margaret celebrated their Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary with a
party in the Mess here in Stockport. We wished them both sincere
congratulations and all the best for the future.

23rd February saw twelve of us attend the CRA AGM at the
Regimental Club and once again we seemed to be in the majority,
what a pity more don’t attend. I was extremely surprised and
honoured to be awarded the Major General Peter Martin Award.

March 17th and a party of thirteen members attended a Hot
Pot Lunch at the 13th (Rifle Pub) with log fire and the ambience
to go with it.

It was with great sadness we learned of the death of one of our
soldiers in Afghanistan. L/Cpl J J Webb 1st Bn Mercian (Cheshire)
KIA. Our sincere condolences go to his family and we share their
loss. A party of seven from Stockport attended the repatriation at
Carterton along with our Standards and many associations, plus the
RBL Riders who made us very welcome on this sad occasion. The
local authority have done a wonderful job in creating the Memorial
Garden which dominates the route the cortege takes… a day to
remember. Having said that, we who had the privilege of attending
the Wootton Basset Repatriations would agree there is a considerable
difference in the two locations. That is my personal opinion. 

April 21st and we once again attended a Lancashire Hot Pot
Lunch at the Ashton Old Comrades, a venue we enjoy visiting, the
day made even better for some of us upon hearing the football
results. Our Branch Standard was duly paraded at the funeral of
L/Cpl Webb. The occasion was well attended by numerous
Standards, plus the ever present RBLR and RBL.

The Presentation of the new Regimental Colours came and
went. It was an excellent parade with the Colonel-in-Chief taking
the salute after presenting the Colours. It’s a pity that such a
prestigious event had to be marred by two woofers who mocked
the fact that the 22nd were no more. They soon shut up when I
reminded them that the 22nd had a history which we now share
with them. The silence that followed was deafening.

June 9th and we were invited once again to attend the new
Mayor of Stockport’s inaugural service at St Mary’s Church,
Stockport.

Then on the 12th June we were attending the funeral of
George Wright, a Stockport lad who served with the 22nd 1957-
1959.

June 13th and the First Battalion Mercian Regiment were
presented with their Afghan Medals, then paraded through
Stockport and on to the Armoury. Heads held high and chests
swollen with pride. Good to welcome the lads home again.
Chatting to two of the lads later they mentioned the fact that they
were pleased that the Old Comrades were there to welcome
them.

Once again we held a very successful Armed Forces
Weekend Dinner Dance at the Armoury with numerous
Standards duly paraded and 120 people sitting down to a three
course Dinner. Entertainment and dancing followed.

The annual Crich Pilgrimage was well attended once again;
regrettably I personally was unable to attend due to conflicting
dates. When we first originated our Pilgrimage to Crich as a
‘bridge building’ exercise way back in 2005 little did we know
then just how important this event was to be with the re-
dedication of the Memorial Tower following.

The Annual Veteran’s Day Dinner and Dance went well with
137 people in attendance. Percy Cooke celebrated his 93rd
Birthday in advance, a surprise addition to a well organised
event.

Our annual bowls tournament, held between ourselves and
Birkenhead CRA, had to be aborted and a rapid change resulted
in there being a charity bowls match held, with the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance being the recipients as a token of our gratitude for the
work in helping save the life of our Secretary Keith Mort after his
RTA last August.

We make no apologies for such a long report as it highlights
just how busy we are.

Despite a slight transport problem, the Crich Pilgrimage on
July 7th and was a success with buffet and booze at the Crich ex
Services Club following. I don’t think we left anyone behind as
my phone hasn’t rung to say we had.

Our venerable Chairman was on a ‘jolly’ in Malta where he
‘happened’ to bump into some of the 1st Bn Mercian Regiment.
He tried to tell us that he was ‘forced’ to enter with true

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)

The Rogues and Vagabonds who together raised  £553.41 for the Yorkshire Air
Ambulance. A small token from the Stockport CRA, Friendship Inn Romiley and

'Hogan's' Heroes of Burnley Ex Services Club.
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Regimental Spirit (a certain Irish one) into joining in the fun and
games. Rugby, abseiling, swimming etc; all the arduous tasks
you could think of. It was left to us poor sods to pick up the
cudgel back here and carry on. It was mooted that if he didn’t
stop gloating then we would throw him off the balcony, minus his
Bushmills of course. Sadly, due to unforeseen circumstances, we
were unable to attend the funeral of Drummer Lee Rigby.
However, at 1100 hours on the 12 July a poppy cross was laid at
our local Cenotaph in respect.

July 21st and our Charity Bowls Match for The Yorkshire Air
Ambulance raised the staggering amount of £691.76 inclusive of
‘Gift Aid.’ Many thanks go to the members of Stockport CRA,
The Friendship Inn Romiley and the guests who supported the
event. Thanks also to my old mucker Ray ‘Hogey’ Hogan and his
band of merry men and women from the Burnley Ex Services
Club who, without any hesitation, came across with his ‘Hogan’s
Heroes’ and filled in the blank space that Birkenhead CRA
‘afforded’ us. A return date was pencilled in for September 22nd
up at the Burnley Miners Club. Maybe next year the traditional
Two Legged Bowls Tournament with Birkenhead may resume;
who knows. As a result of our efforts in the Charity Fund Raising
we have been invited to attend a Presentation Ceremony by
Yorkshire TV over at the Leeds General Hospital in
acknowledgement, along with our Association Standard. 

Our Secretary Keith Mort suffered a setback in his recovery
programme due to a loose screw in his plated arm; fingers
crossed Keith will be back on track soon. 

At the time of writing these notes we are trying to arrange a
return bowls tournament with the Burnley Ex Services Club. 

On the 29th of July our annual St Julien’s Day Parade and
Service was held at St George’s Church, Heaviley Stockport with
five Standards on parade and well supported by our Regimental
families and friends. This was followed by the usual bun fight
and beers at the TA Centre, Greek Street. 

Next on our agenda was the annual Mons Day Parade in
Chester with our Regimental Colours being ‘laid up’ in Chester
Cathedral. The Laying Up Ceremony must be one of the most
serious events in our history and each time we visit Chester we
shall certainly call in to pay our respects. 

Talking of serious events in our history, I came across the
following poem which, it appears, was written after the
Amalgamation Day at Tamworth Castle. 

Gordon H Smith (pp Keith Mort)

22nd an a’ That
Last Post was sounded and Standards dipped, 
as o’er three hundred years of tradition plus Acorned Slip. 
Was cast aside without thought or care,
of we who wore the Badge we share.
In the name of progress so we’re told,
can I ask a question, may I be so bold? 
Of All those Men who gave their all in Battle, 
never flinching till Death’s brief rattle.
Can’t we stop and think this through? 
Without our name what can we do? 
My County’s name no longer high, 
I see the tear in an old Soldier’s eye.
Goodbye and Farewell my Regiment, I’ll keep my aged
memory. 

Of times we fought and played together, 
and Marched to Wha Whadna Fetch fer Charlie. (Anon)

TRANMERE BRANCH
Presentation of New Colours

It seems a long time ago that we all enjoyed witnessing the
presentation of the New Colours to the 4 Battalions of The
Mercian Regiment. For me it was a day of mixed emotions; seeing
the Cheshire Regiment Colours being escorted off brought a lump
in the throat and many proud memories of parades and comrades
gone by. It felt like the mandarins in Parliament had taken away a
part of my life and heritage. What on earth would they know about
duty and honour to their Armed Forces and this country of ours? 

However, watching The Mercian Regiment march on parade,
their dress and drill being immaculate, was exceptionally
heartening. Obviously most of my attention was focused on the
1st Battalion and all ranks did us proud throughout the
Presentation. I am positive that they will uphold our old traditions
and performances in a Cheshire Regiment way, as they have
already proved in Afghanistan. It was a privilege for me and the
Standard Bearers of our other Branches to take part in the march
past, where Prince Charles took the salute at the conclusion of the
parade. All our Association members who attended were a credit
and helped to make the 6th June 2013 a very memorable day.

Mons Parade
This was another day of emotional highs and lows; it was

great to be marching behind our lads from the 1st Battalion, the
Colours and Branch Standards proudly flying and the band giving
us excellent support. With the laying up of the Cheshire Regiment
Colours, but not forgetting our origins and past history, we now
need to move on and give our full support to 1 Mercian Regiment
as many of us have done since the Regiment’s inception. There
was a very good turnout for this parade and I wish we could see
that kind of attendance every year. Tranmere Branch members
ended the day with an excellent three course meal which included
a Sunday roast carvery, white wine and a few beers to boot.

Mons Centenary 2014
We have just a few seats left on the coach going to Belgium

next August. Anyone wishing to contact Alan Rowe, please note
his new address and telephone number: Dingle Farm, 16 Drury
Lane, Buckley, CH73DU. Tel: 01244 556 140.

Funeral of Terry Goddard
Joe Cotgrave and I travelled to Bolton to bid farewell to our

old pal Terry. There were about twenty CRA members in
attendance including three Standard Bearers who did Terry proud.
It was a pleasure to meet Terry’s family and near relatives even
under these circumstances, and I know they were really pleased at
the support they received from the CRA. I must pay tribute to Ron
Goodwin, who as always motored up from Devon for the Mons
Parade and stayed over to enable him to attend Terry’s funeral.
Ron puts some mileage in per year to attend as many events as
possible that is a real CRA stalwart if ever I saw one.

Serjeants Club
The AGM has been postponed for the time being due to

Battalion commitments. We will be notified in the near future
regarding a definite date and venue. Previous attendances over
the last two meetings have been quite poor. Respective RSMs
and Senior Ranks always give us a splendid weekend at Marne
Barracks and I would respectfully urge all our CRA members of
the Sgts Club to give their strongest support.

Christmas Already!!!!!
Our next Newsletter will be after Christmas so from all

Tranmere Branch members have a peaceful, healthy and happy
Christmas and New Year wherever you are.YNWA. Rusty

WORD FROM THE BRANCHES (continued)
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The Secretary pointed out that following the reorganisation,
there would only be 2 Battalions contributing to the DPYS
instead of 3 and therefore funds available would probably be less,
even though the need may not decrease. The Regiment has a
number of fundraising initiatives, one of which is a walk by 71
year old Enid Corker through the footprint of the Regiment,
calling at all the County Towns. The walk will start at Chester
Town Hall on Saturday 31st August.

6. Review of recent events
a) Race Day: It was generally agreed that the provision on

the racecourse this year fell short of the desired standard. Plans
cannot be laid for next year because it is not known who can
provide the materials and manpower. It was suggested that
whoever runs it, seating should be provided in future.

b) PONC. It was thought, by those attending, to be a good
event.

c) Homecoming Marches. The Secretary reported that they
were a great success.

d) Crich Memorial. The Chairman reported that he attended
and thought that it was a good event. The Crich Memorial is now
a Mercian Regiment memorial.

e) Malaya Reunion. The Chairman reported from a letter
received from Joe Sadler, Secretary of Walsall Branch that it was
a good reunion. Walsall Branch also requested a grant of £200 to
defray some of the costs. This was proposed by Mr Jennings and
seconded by Mr Waring. Carried.

f) Armed Forces Day. A number of events were held around
the County in which the CRA was involved. At Stockport, a ball
was held, in Warrington, The Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy
match was held and was supported by Winsford Branch and in
Ellesmere Port, the branch supported the town’s AFD show.

7. Future events
a) Gordon Kipps gave an update on the Ellesmere Port

Branch’s commemoration services on 14th July.
b) Alan Jennings gave an update on the St Julien

commemoration on 28th July. He commented that the church
service will be easier for members to follow, rather than
traditional matins.

c) Mons Day. The Secretary outlined the events of 8th
September which comprise the Mons Day commemoration and
the Laying Up of the Colours of the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment.
Finite details for the parade have still to be worked out by the
RSMs of 1st and 4th Bns. In addition the post-World War 2
memorial will be rededicated and the families of those named on
the memorial will be invited. He reported that space is being
made in the Regimental Chapel to hang them. Following the
service, the 1st and 4th Battalions will March Past in the City.
The Lord Mayor will be holding a reception for those on parade
and has extended the invitation to CRA members. 

The subject of getting infirm members to and from the
Cathedral was discussed and it was agreed that a minibus should
be made available. The Secretary undertook to arrange this. 

The Chairman asked about the possibility of both sets of
Colours being displayed in RHQ/Museum area for a final
viewing. The Secretary stated that he has approached both 1 and
4 Mercian and has agreement for this, however, the Colours do
have to go to a contractor to be netted prior to being laid up and
it may be too late to achieve.

d) East Cheshire Reunion. Alan Jennings reported that he
has now handed over responsibility to Lawrence Dunning and

MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETING

THE CHESHIRE REGIMENT ASSOCIATION
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON
SATURDAY 13TH JULY 2013

Present: Lt Col D M Oak MBE (Chairman), Mr J Cooney,
Maj J S Holden TD, Capt A W Hughes, Mr J A Jennings, Mr A
Kennedy, Mr G T Kipps, Mr K M Parsonage, Mr D J Waring.
Maj T E Pickering MBE (Secretary)

Apologies were received from Maj J Salisbury.

1. The Chairman opened the meeting and thanked everyone for
their attendance. He spoke about the need to take a longer term
view for the benefit of the Regimental Association.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting:
The following matters arising were discussed:

a) The Chairman reported that he had investigated with RHQ
Mercian Regiment and was informed that the decision to use
legacy funding to subsidise transport for the Presentation of New
Colours had been taken by representative 1-star officers as it was
the most convenient way to fund the subsidy. He has been
assured that future calls on legacy funding will not be made. Mr
Jennings asked how much we would be expected to pay, the
Secretary agreed to follow this up and report back.

b) Crewe Branch Standard. The Secretary reported that it is
now displayed in the Museum.

Mr Jennings proposed and Capt Hughes seconded the
proposal that the minutes be passed as a true record. Carried.

3. The Chairman drew attention to:
a) the award of the CBE to Maj Gen Andrew Sharpe.
b) the promotion of Major Benjamin Wilde to Lt Col and

selection to command 2 MERCIAN in The Dale in 2015.
c) recent deaths including Col Tony Walker, Lt Col Ken

Ayrton and Mr Henry Dodds.

4. The Secretary circulated statements of account as at 30th
June and gave a general explanation of the state of the CRA
account and the Club account. He stated that he had given notice
to transfer £10000 from the investment with Scottish Widows
Bank but had then received notice of a cut in interest rates to
0.7% with an offer to close the account without penalty. In view
of the low interest rate and weighing it against the 90 day notice
requirement, he took the decision to close the account. All
monies are now held with RBS with all but £7500 being held on
an instant access deposit account.

He pointed out that on current trading performance, the Club
is losing money and estimates that it will be in deficit at the end
of the Financial Year. The Chairman asked members to think
about what can be done to support the Club, for example using it
once a year for branch meetings. 

The Chairman opened a discussion about funding the CRA
in light of the legacy funding now decreasing to nil by 2016. Capt
Hughes suggested that CRA members would not mind paying an
annual subscription of £5/£10 to the association.

5. The Chairman presented a resume of the Mercian
Regiment Benevolence Charity’s recent financial disbursements
showing that former members of the Cheshire Regiment were
still being looked after by the MRA.



7

MINUTES OF THE CRAMC MEETING (cont.)

that everything is well in hand with the new committee for this
year’s reunion. He requested on behalf of the committee, that a
grant of £500 be made to subsidise the reunion, following
discussion Mr Parsonage seconded the proposal. Carried.

e) Pilgrimage to Mons 2014. The Secretary stated that there
was nothing more to report since the last meeting. Slow take up
is causing him some concern, but he is hoping that as the event
approaches, interest might build up.

8. The Newsletter
The Chairman suggested that CRA publishes a monthly

bulletin which will be distributed by email. This will keep
Branch Officials and others up to date with events. He then asked
for opinions on whether the next two editions should be merged
to allow articles about the Laying Up the Colours to be written
and published (ie delay the edition due in mid-September until
late October, miss the December edition and resume in March
following the AGM.)  During discussion, it was agreed that this
would lead to a long gap between editions, but updates through
the monthly bulletins could bridge the information gap. This
proposition suits the editor, therefore it was agreed. Mr Jennings
sought assurance that this would be a one-off and we would
revert to 4 editions in future.

9. Election to CRAMC
Two members (Mr Gordon Kipps and Mr Martin Walker) are

coming to the end of their time as members of CRAMC and must
either seek re-election or step down, also Mr Parsonage has
indicated that he wishes to step down early at the next AGM for
personal reasons. The Secretary drew attention to problems in
obtaining nominations and then organising a vote due to the
Newsletter change discussed above.

10. The Chairman proposed a restructure of CRAMC and
Branch Officials Meetings to save time in discussing common
items. He proposes that CRAMC meets first to deal with matters
of finance and governance and then are joined by Branch
Officials for the remainder of business. This provoked a lively
discussion which encompassed the future of the CRA, Branch
recruitment, Branch activity and the structure of the CRA. It was
decided to trial the proposal at the next meeting.

11. Other Business:
a) Nominations are required for The President’s Award and

the General Martin Award.
b) Maj Holden spoke about the planned closure of TA

Centres and his disquiet at the closure of The Armoury as well as
the withdrawal of the Reserve Forces (TA) Mercian Regiment
from Cheshire.

c) Mr Kipps asked about the possibility of acquiring
Cheshire Regiment watches, members had seen similar items
offered for sale bearing Royal Marines insignia at approximately
£140 each. The Secretary felt that it was impractical to stock
such high value items and individuals wanting them should
contact the advertiser.

d) Mr Kennedy gave a short report on his visit to Malta with
B Coy 1 MERCIAN.

e) Mr Cooney set out the details of the Sjts Club AGM in
September. The Chairman asked that it be included in the next
bulletin.

12. Date and time of the next meeting:
5th October, 0900 followed by Branch Officials at 1030.

Pryors Hayes
Friday 6th September 2013.

The last game of the season gave us everything we needed.
Good weather, good golf and a splendid days golf with our “22”
flag looking down on the members. 

The course was in excellent condition and we were made to feel
very welcome by all the staff. Again the day benefited by the Mons
weekend activities with members joining us from far and wide.

It was great to see Brigadier's Prosser and Percival. The
Brown family were there as was Percy Cooke, Andy Briarly, Tiny
and many old friends. We missed Terry Finlay who, as with Peter
Gresty, got hung up with work. 

These golf days are fun and we have a real spirit of
comradeship. The meal was excellent and with the high
temperature of the day just a few pints were downed! It is always
notable how the stories get better after a few pints!!

Of the days successes we had a really good scoring day with
a 42 leading the way. This was from Vic Body with Tiny Lawson
coming a good second and also winning the Cumulative comp
over the year. Well Done. One of the two players on 39 was
Brigadier Keith! Well done (although I was always doubtful of
Keith on his numbers!) 

It has been a really great season with over 60 members
joining in the fun and competition.

Once again we express our sincere thanks to Capt John
Bigland for all his efforts and to Sue and RHQ staff who give
their support.

Thanks was given to Frank Barham for covering for John
and for his work on the cumulative tracking.

Our Regimental golf is very strong and we look forward to
another season for 2012/2013.

Do come along, you will find many friends from whenever
you served and don't worry if your golf is a bit “Iffy.”

Bill Jones

REGIMENTAL GOLF

Percy Cook joins up with a group on the tenth
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PRESENTATION OF NEW COLOURS – WORCESTER – 6 JUNE 2013
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MONS REUNION & LAYING UP OF THE COLOURS – CHESTER – 8 SEPT 2013
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SPARKY’S STORY by ex-Pte Mike Dempsey

I enlisted in May 1964, and was told that I would be doing
my basic training in Lichfield. I can remember my first day at
Lichfield. I went into the QMs to be kitted out. My denim
trousers were put to my chest, I was told they were a good fit, and
afterwards I signed my life away for drawers drac, a housewife,
and many other items such as bedding, webbing and a whole pile
of other kit. You try carrying all that gear into your barrack room
and then being told that you have got 5 minutes to go to the
barber’s for a haircut. I can remember asking for short back and
sides. I’ve never seen anyone go to work on my head like he did,
he must have thought he was cutting a privet. To cut a long story
short, my basic training was over in August. 

Two weeks leave, then I joined the Battalion in September at
Buller Barracks in Munster. I was marched in to see the CO, Lt-
Col Dauncey, who told us the Battalion was on standby to go to
Cyprus. I joined 9 Platoon in C Company. My platoon
commander was Lt Wood. NCOs were Sgt Frank Chadwick, Cpl
Baddley, Cpl Oake , LCpl Fred Dakin, LCpl Corden, if there’s
anybody I have missed, put it down to my old age. We flew to
Cyprus in October and were stationed in Polemidia Camp,
Limassol. One of the platoon’s missions was town patrol. The
Greek Cypriots were very pleasant at the time, it looked like they
were waving at us and I used to wave back, only to be told later
they were putting a curse on us. Well I was only 17 ½ at the time
and was very naïve.

I became escort to Mr Wood and everywhere he went, I went
with him. Near Christmas we had to go for 2 weeks duty to
Malia, up in the hills about halfway from the coast to Troodos.
During that time Mr Wood said he had to go back to Polemidia
Camp with LCpl Corden as I would not be needed that day. As
the nights were getting cold he asked me to make him a big fire
for when he arrived back that night to his billet. This was a little
vacant building with just one room where the fireplace was just
a hole in the wall. This was I suppose a homely little place for
our platoon commander. He had his camp bed, sleeping bag, all
his clothes on hangers, - No. 2 Dress, Sam Browne etc. Anyway,
I proceeded to make the fire for our leader. I put a sackful of logs
in the hole and emptied half a jerry can of petrol over the logs, I
took the jerry can outside and placed it around the side of the
house. I went back through the door, and struck a match to throw
onto the logs. Needless to say it didn’t work out like that …

I can remember Sgt Chadwick running towards me. My
boots, gaiters, blue beret were on fire. My eyebrows were singed,

the hairs on my arms were singed. Sgt Chadwick went to assess
the damage with me. The walls which were originally white were
black, and Mr Wood’s No. 2 Dress was gone - burnt!

No bed, nothing left but a little bit of a Christmas card from
a girl named Jill. Sgt Chadwick laughed and said, “You have got
some explaining to do when the platoon commander comes
back.” When Mr Wood arrived back from Polemidia that night, I
told him what had happened. He asked me if I was alright, I said,
“Yes sir.” I went in with him to observe the damage, he started
laughing and said it was OK. He picked up the little bit of
Christmas card and said that that card was a bit special.

After that I was called an arsonist or ‘Sparky’ by my platoon
buddies. I think about that now nearly 48 years later and I say to
myself, “You daft bugger” and have a little laugh to myself. If
anybody knows where Mr Richard Wood is, I would like to get
in touch. He was the best platoon commander that I had the
pleasure of serving with. Mike Dempsey

I drove up to Malia one afternoon in July. There is now a
large winery on the outskirts but the village itself is quite a sleepy
place. The only people I saw were two men lighting a fire
(without the help of petrol!)

Polemidia Camp is now in the hands of the Cyprus Defence
Force. Polemidia area now engulfed by the expansion of
Limassol in the last 30 years 

P Jackson

SHUTTLE FLIGHT
I was introduced to the game of Badminton during my

service in Malaya. I was the Sergeant’s Mess caterer at BHQ in
Segamet at the time and each evening, after dinner, the
floodlights were switched on and the more athletically inclined
mess members would take to the courts. The most enthusiastic of
these players was our 

extremely forceful RQMS George Bladon a man who, for
reasons known only to himself, decided that he could turn me
into a champion. No one ever argued with George and so it was
that night after night, often for many hours, I listened whilst he
explained and demonstrated the mysteries of the serve, the lob,
the backhand and the forehand smash. After the instruction
period I was then required to take part in often lengthy practice
sessions during which I was expected to demonstrate much

improvement. One fateful night Mr Bladon decided that my
forehand smash was not up to the required standard. Time after
time he lobbed the shuttle high into the air whilst screaming
’BELT IT!! BELT IT!!!’ Inevitably the hours of mindless soul
destroying repetition took its toll and consumed by a red mist of
anger and frustration I unleashed a ferocious smash. I have never,
before or since, hit a shuttle so hard. 

Missile like it flew straight into the still open mouth of my
unfortunate tutor. The RQMS was speedily removed to the MI
room where a fascinated MO spent a lengthy period of time
removing the feathers and fragments of cork embedded in his
airway. 

My reward for this superb strike was to be forthwith
removed from his list of potential champions. 

John Fairbanks

THE FAIRBANKS COLLECTION

Malia Village Square – July 2013
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BOOK REVIEW: SIX ARMIES IN NORMANDY by John Keegan
In the summer of 1965 I had the good fortune to spend a few

weeks in Caen – a smallish town in Normandy. The whole town
was a delightful blend of old and new architecture. It was many
years later when reading this book that I discovered that the
entire area had been totally devastated in 1944 with scarcely a
building left standing. It was the axis on which the whole of the
Normandy campaign hinged.

LITTLE INTEREST
My wife-to-be was on a course at the University and I was

able to finish work in July and go to Caen and do my work in a
private room, which I rented for a few weeks. On our days off,
looking for something to do, we visited some of the local places
of interest including Bayeux (where the Tapestry is kept),
Honfleur, Liseux (where St Theresa lived), Lion sur Mer and
many others. There were few other visitors, even though it was
the height of the holiday season – no one seemed to be interested
in sites associated with the Second World War. We swam in the
sea at Luc sur Mer, pottered around the streets of Arromanches,
clambered over deserted German gun emplacements and derelict
fortifications looking down on the Normandy beaches near
‘Omaha’ and ‘Utah’, and peered over the cliffs at Pointe du Hoc.
In our innocence, we had little understanding of World War 11 –
in common with the majority of the younger population of the
British Isles at that time, and certainly no appreciation of the
momentous events which had taken place in Normandy just 20
years earlier. The war grave cemeteries were immaculate but
everything else was either rebuilt or abandoned. No one seemed
to have any desire to re awaken memories of those terrible times.

THE ALLIED ARMIES
Operation Overlord has been written about endlessly in the

last 50 years and we are all armchair critics now but I think
Keegan’s is one of the best accounts of the Operation. I have
briefly described several events below which now appear
commonplace but when Keegan wrote over 30 years ago, were
relatively unknown outside military and academic circles – and
of course to those who took part.

His account of the Battle for Normandy consists of 6 quite
separate narratives in which he describes the campaign from the
viewpoint of 6 different national armies: American, Canadian,
English, Free French, Polish and Scottish. With such a vast
canvas involving millions of men and countless engagements the
author adopts the technique in each section of first giving an
overall account of the aims and objectives of one particular
national army. He gives a description of how their specific
campaign evolved and then selects a few important skirmishes or
battles which he describes in detail. He concludes each section
with a summary and an assessment of what had been achieved
and what had been the cost to both the Allies and the Germans.

TOUCH AND GO
In retrospect, ‘Operation Overlord’ might seem to present

day students to have been a crushing defeat for the Germans but
actually, on many occasions and on several fronts, it was touch
and go for some time. Eisenhower had in fact taken the
precaution of writing a speech for the American and British
publics in the event of our armies being thrown back into the sea.
One reverse which Keegan describes in some detail takes place
near a small French village called Villers Bocage when
Obersturmfuhrer Michael Wittman engaged a whole British
armoured brigade, on his own, in a Tiger tank. He had destroyed

about a dozen British tanks before he was joined by 8 other
Tigers who had heard the noise. A whole brigade of British tanks
and numerous other vehicles were destroyed without the loss of
one Tiger. Two were destroyed later by infantry firing hand held
weapons from bedroom windows.

THE CRUCIAL FACTOR
On factor determined the outcome of the whole Operation: the

RAF and USAAF had gained mastery of the skies before D Day
and were able to intervene and break up many a promising German
counter attack before it had done too much damage – a whole
Panzer division, Panzer Lehr, was destroyed by the Air Force
before it could reach the battle. The Typhoon tank buster did an
incredible job. At Mortain, for example, Typhoon squadrons were
responsible, almost unaided, for the destruction of 4 Panzer
divisions which were threatening the 30th US Infantry Division,
“Those guys are…sure saving our butts”, observed one GI.

Unfortunately, the weather was often atrocious in the autumn
and winter of 1944/5 and the Germans made good use of thick
cloud, which kept Allied planes on the ground, to launch some
brilliantly co-ordinated attacks which were only defeated when
the clouds lifted and the Typhoons and other rocket firing planes
were able to intervene. The campaign in the Ardennes is a classic
example.

The account of how the Polish army strove desperately to
close the Falaise Gap is one of the most stirring chapters in the
book. Eventually the trap was closed and 50,000 prisoners were
taken and 10,000 killed but, even so, 50,000 German soldiers
escaped by sheer tenacity and military skill. 

A CLOSE RUN THING
Keegan is even handed in giving praise. He acknowledges

that Eisenhower, Monty and Patton were commanders of the very
highest ability but he also commends Rommel and von
Rundstedt. If these latter two generals had been given a free hand
there is no doubt that the battle for Normandy would have been
very much more costly for the Allies. Providentially for the
Allies, their recommendations and plans were overridden time
and again by their omniscient Commander in Chief, Adolf Hitler,
who only seemed to have one strategy in Russia and Normandy
– to fight to the last man at every position. His arrogance and
ignorance cost the German soldiers in the field dear, despite their
superb military skills and weaponry.

There wasn’t much to choose between the two sides in terms
of bravery, ability and leadership but in the end it was air supremacy
and the overwhelming might of American materiel which tipped the
scales. The Tiger tank and 88mm gun were superior to anything the
Allies possessed but as the Russians used to say, Quantity has a
quality all of its own.’ It was the Duke of Wellington who
commented after the Battle of Waterloo, “It was the…nearest run
thing you ever saw in your life.” Whether or not the Allies would
have resorted to dropping an atomic bomb on Berlin, in the event of
failure in Normandy, is a question I have often thought about.

It is normally quite easy to give an assessment of a book but
with this book it is impossible. I have no personal experience of
the invasion or the battles which followed and have to rely
entirely on what I have heard or read. However, I would give this
book a 5 star rating. It is superb. It is educational, inspiring and
entertaining and difficult to put down. I must leave it to the likes
of Simon Scharma or David Starkey to rate it historically but for
my money it takes some beating.

Arthur Clarke
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BROOK BARRACKS – SPANDAU 1955 by Bill Helliwell

When the Battalion finally arrived, and settled in, Joe
seemed quite pleased that I had managed to take over the
guardroom and the Battalion’s fire equipment without any cock-
ups. He also appeared to appreciate the cleanliness, size, and
quality of the building, especially the individual cells and the
large detention area. I am sure that in the autumn of his military
service Joe felt that he had finally found a location, and
surroundings worthy of his position. However, the euphoria only
lasted until the first Saturday night that the lads where allowed
out on the town. My earlier forecast regarding the effect of the
potent mix of strong German beer, frauleins, and young soldiers
was so accurate, that I do not think Mystic Meg with her crystal
ball could have done any better. The number of legless squaddies
returning to camp was so great there was very little elbowroom
left in the nick for the guard, and the police to carry out their
duties. However, in the middle of the chaos was Joe the provost,
who had arrived, straight from the sergeant’s mess, and had
quickly devised a system of grading, by rank, and state of
inebriation. This enabled him to choose the abode for the night
of the truly paralytic. Eventually with order restored, the cull
completed, and with all the cells filled to capacity, a peaceful
night seemed on the cards. But unfortunately, our evening’s
entertainment was only just beginning. At approximately 2330
hours, the battalion orderly sergeant ordered us to accompany
him to investigate a disturbance in The Hofenblute, the café
which was the nearest watering hole to the camp gates. On
reaching the bar entrance it was clear our initial mistake was in
being the first police unit to arrive on the scene. The second error
was my opening the door and tasting blood, as the punch hit me
full in the mouth. The BOS, who was the battalion light heavy
weight champion, seemed to be the only person enjoying having
so many sparring partners, many of whom ended up lying quietly
in the horizontal position. When the military police finally
arrived, I carried out a tactical withdrawal that would have
impressed any staff officer at the Ministry of Defence. On
arriving back at camp the Provost Sergeant began his debriefing
by asking what we had learned. He seemed quite unsympathetic
to our injuries, and was not amused when I suggested that in any
future fracas, we should ensure we were not the first to arrive on
the scene. I am sure I was only saved from any retribution by the
amount of blood in my mug of water.

The battalion soon adapted to our new posting, and the social
life soon returned to normal. This was mainly due to most
soldiers having very little money to spend on drink. The average
wage of national service members in the early 1950’s was about
two pounds of which at least half was paid in Baf’s British Army
currency, which could only be spent in the N.A.AF.I. Besides
normal infantry training, the main role of the battalion was
border patrols and the ceremonial guards of Embassies,
Headquarters. And other installations in the British sector, which
included a guard of platoon strength to protect Spandau Prison.
As part of the preparations for our new role, the battalion was
bussed to the AKC Cinema, which was located on the perimeter
of the old Adolf Hitler Platz. As we entered the cinema the usual
gallows humour that takes hold when soldiers are about to see
something nasty kicked in. But after watching two hours of the
most horrific atrocities filmed by the Nazis, and films made by
British troops when they entered the concentration camps, there
was a stunned silence on the coaches during our return journey
to camp. The vast majority of soldiers do come to terms with
death whether in the regimental family or their own nuclear
family, but some of those who freed Belsen concentration camp

would have been scarred forever. I can only think the purpose of
showing us the Nazis films was to ensure that no compassion was
shown to the prisoners when we took over the prison duties in the
near future. 

As the Battalion adopted their new routines, sport programs
became very high profile not only to offset the mundane guards,
drill, bull, and patrols, but also to make full use of the excellent
recreation facilities. It came as no surprise that one of the first
activities decided upon was inter-company cross country races,
followed by the Pearson Trophy and the inter-company cross-
country championships. I was now the sole survivor from Suez
still serving on the provost staff, and Joe began to treat me as
deputy sheriff. Unfortunately, this meant my carrying the can for
everything that went pear shaped. Now that I was ascending the
ladder of importance, and in readiness for the first run, the
Provost Sergeant detailed me to accompany the cross-country
officer to reconnoitre the best positions for the markers. The first
position was outside the main gate, which I immediately selected
for myself. After all, not, much could go wrong outside the main
entrance, and I needed somewhere safe after the fiasco in
Lichfield. Considering that Berlin was one of the most
countrified capitals in the world the route selected had the
potential to start World War 3. The course crossed the main road
then went into a housing estate, a labyrinth of prefabricated
houses with very small gardens, and narrow paths. It was obvious
that the only vegetation on the route was in the gardens so calling
the run cross-country was definitely a breach of the trade
descriptions act. 

Berlin in the spring can be quite pleasant and our quality of
life had improved considerably since arriving with one exception
- the food. Sergeant Jock Sutherland and his cooks seemed only
able to produce two dishes, cheese and onion pie and corned beef
pie. But for those who could afford such a luxury the feast of the
week was sausages and chips in the NAAFI. This peculiar diet
gave us all the lean mean appearance. We only had about 4%
body fat and our rib cages looked like xylophone key boards-,
which for some people is the ideal build for the Pearson! The first
run went quite smoothly. I received the usual verbal abuse from
the mob, especially my mates, as they passed by, and very few
complaints regarding damage were received from the local
populace. However, my enjoyment of watching all the ‘athletes’
coughing, and spluttering at the end of a run, was marred the
following week by my having to run in it. The Company Sergeant
Major insisted that one member of the police would run in each
race, so Joe decided that I should set an example to the junior
members of staff and have the privilege of performing first. As I
lined up with the rest of the disgruntled mob, it was pretty clear
that finishing near the front would be rather more difficult than I
anticipated. Having not competed in a race since the Dale, I
decided to stick to the same tactics, which were, to get to the
front, and stay with the leaders as long as possible.
Unfortunately, this only worked for the first two hundred yards,
and with four miles still to go, I was already knackered. At the
finish, I collected my tally, number seventy-two; and received a
prod in the ribs from the Sergeant Major’s stick, and was told to
try harder next time. As I exited the finishing pen, I was
determined to do my best in the future, to ensure there would be
no next time. On returning to my accommodation, my legs,
rather like wheels of a Tesco shopping trolley seemed to have a
mind of their own. When checking my flesh not only did I have
nipple rash, but also my thighs and genitals, were so badly
chaffed, and hot, it was a miracle my underpants had never
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caught fire. Much to the amusement of Joe, and the guard I was
only able to walk like John Wayne on his way to a gunfight in
Dodge City.

After the mounting of the guard, part of my duties was to
train the fire piquet and point out to them, that, in response to a
fire call, speed was the essential requirement. But regrettably, on
one occasion due to the efficiency of the Lance Corporal on
guard, the need for speed backfired. I was off duty at the time
resting my eyes in most soldiers’ favourite position, the
horizontal, when the bugler sounded the fire call and the duty
policeman rang the bell. By the time, I arrived on the scene the
piquet had the standpipe connected to the hose reels, and the
water switched on. Smoke was pouring out of the top floor of the
orderly room block, but the water pressure was so low the jet
could not possibly reach the seat of the ‘fire.’ I decided to
investigate and found a smoke bomb placed near the top landing
window. In the meantime, the piquet commander had solved the
water pressure problem and, by the time he realised how much
water he had pumped through the window, the orderly room must
have resembled the bursar’s cabin on the Titanic. On my way
back down stairs the chief clerk, followed by a small tsunami,
erupted from his office. I am sure if he had been armed, he would
have executed me on the spot. Pleading ignorance I fled, pursued

by a ranting chief clerk who threatened to hang by the b...s
whoever was responsible. Meanwhile the Battalion had formed
up on the parade ground and appeared to be in hysterics,
especially the Provost Sergeant. He had a personal grudge
against the chief clerk because of his tightness regarding the
issue of pencils, and notebooks, for use in the guardroom. When
the fire officer mysteriously appeared, and began his critique of
the event it was clear who had planted the smoke canister. It was
also obvious that his future well-being would be in jeopardy
should he venture too near to the orderly room in the near future.

Life is always full of surprises especially in the army, and
just when you find your niche, someone tosses in a hand grenade.
I was not exactly overjoyed when perusing company orders, and
read I was one of the candidates on the first N.C.O.’S cadre. My
protestations that there were far worthier cases than me were
ignored and I was ordered to report to every soldier’s nightmare
C.S.M. Ted Talbot M.M the cadre Officer. It seemed that my only
means of escape was to defect to the Soviet sector, and although
reports by previous runaways sounded promising- plenty of beer
and girls, winter in Moscow did not seem too appealing, and the
following Monday I reluctantly joined the cadre squad, which
was to change my future dramatically.

CHRISTMAS POST

The Armed Forces are urging the British public to keep the
postal system clear for families' mail at Christmas. Members of
the public are being asked to show their support through Service
charities at Christmas rather than overloading the British Forces
Post Office (BFPO) with unsolicited mail to Afghanistan.

It is now 95 days until Christmas and in the run-up to the
festive season the BFPO receives a high volume of gifts and parcels
to be sent on to personnel on operations – primarily Afghanistan,
but also all around the world, including Royal Navy ships.

Every year we see first-hand the generosity of the British
public and though the sentiment is to be welcomed it can cause
problems in delivering the mail that matters most – that from
servicemen and servicewomen’s families. Getting this post
through to them is our absolute priority, particularly at this time
of year.

It is far better for people who want to show their support for
our Armed Forces to donate to recognised Service charities who
can use their experience to focus their efforts directly on what
will be of most benefit to deployed Service personnel.

The public are also asked to bear in mind this year that, with
the ongoing redeployment of UK personnel and equipment as
security responsibilities are increasingly handed over to the
Afghan forces, there will be significantly fewer UK troops in
Afghanistan this Christmas compared to previous years.

The Armed Forces are asking the public once again to show
their support by making donations to approved charities such as
the uk4u Thanks! Christmas Box appeal, which works with
BFPO to make use of any spare space in the existing supply
chain. The uk4u Thanks! Christmas Box appeal has sent festive
boxes to personnel for 7 years and ensures a present ‘on behalf
of the nation’ is sent at Christmas to every serviceman and
woman working overseas. People can donate to this and other
charities now to show their support and appreciation, and are
encouraged to do so rather than sending their own gifts by post.

DEFENCE DISCOUNT SERVICE

A new mobile phone application, or app, is now available to
help you save cash.

The new app is the latest weapon in the armoury of the
Defence Discount Service to help Service personnel save cash.
The app offers attractive discounts to members of the Defence
community and the civilians who work alongside them.

Whether it’s cheap cinema trips, a bargain outfit or the latest
deals for laptops or mobile phones, the Defence Discount Service
app allows users to get the most up-to-date savings.

The app, launched in May, is available for iPhone users and
reveals both where to save online and, using the inbuilt mapping
tool, allows users to locate nearby firms offering deals to
Discount Service members.

Since its launch in October 2012, around 88,000 people have
signed up to take advantage of the service. In addition to the new
app, the Defence Privilege Card, which is available through the
Defence Discount Service website and app, offers exclusive
discounts with more than 50 high street companies and
participating stores across the country, including KFC, Austin
Reed, Iceland and Vue Cinemas.

The card is available to Defence Discount Service members
for £4.99 and is valid for five years. People can register in two
ways – either just for online discounts, or to order a physical
Defence Privilege Card. www.defencediscountservice.co.uk

EAST CHESHIRE REUNION
The annual East Cheshire Reunion will take place at The

Armoury TA Centre, Greek Street, Stockport on Saturday 26th
October starting at 6pm for 7.15pm. Tickets cost £10 and can be
obtained from: 

Reunion Organiser, Ivy Cottage, THORNCOMBE, TA20
4PP. Cheques etc should be made payable to “East Cheshire
Reunion.”
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THE MERCIAN REGIMENT CHARITY

Since the Mercian Regiment formed in 2007, the Regimental
Charity has fulfilled the benevolence role previously carried out
by the Cheshire Regiment Association and the Associations of
the other two antecedent Regiments, looking out for the welfare
needs of their former members as well as those of The Mercian
Regiment. 

In the six years since formation, the Regiment has paid a
heavy price on Operations with 27 soldiers being killed and a
very large number suffering life-changing physical and mental
injuries. Assistance to cases falling out from this large welfare
need is placing a heavy burden on the funds available and the
inflow of money including the current serving soldiers Days Pay
contributions is not keeping pace with spending. 

Anyone thinking of carrying out a fund-raising project in aid
of a Service Charity is requested to consider doing it for the
Regimental Charity where every penny raised goes directly to
beneficiaries.

MEMORIAL BENCH

The local housing association raised money in order to
donate a bench in memory of Lance Corporal Jamie Webb.  

The Dedication Ceremony took place at Wilmslow Cemetery
on 25th September and both the County Standard and Stockport
Branch Standards were on parade.

SERJEANTS’ CLUB AGM & SUPPER
The AGM will take place at The Castle, Chester on Saturday

2nd November 2013. The AGM will be followed by a supper.
Details will be sent to members.

BEER TOKENS
Beer tokens purchased for Race Day can be used in the

Regimental Club or in the Museum until 1st December 2013.
The CRA will also buy back any unused tokens until that date,
send them with a note of your name, how many you are sending,
a contact phone number (in case our counting does not agree
with yours) and details of a bank account for paying you and we
will transfer the money to you usually on the same day. Any
tokens not redeemed by 1st December will be assumed to be
donated to the CRA.

PTSD RESOLUTION
If you know of any ex-service men or women struggling with

nightmares, flashbacks, anxiety, depression, anger issues, or any
of their families being affected by their behaviour, please help
them contact the charity PTSD Resolution (charity number
1133188) on telephone number 0845 021 7873. They will be put
in touch with a local counsellor trained to deal with the
symptoms of post-traumatic stress, and other general mental
conditions. Treatment is free, local, confidential, brief,
immediate, non-intrusive and delivered through a network of 200
therapists UK-wide.

22nd BUSINESS DIRECTORY
The following CRA members have their own businesses.

Members are invited to consider them when looking for services. 

GUEST HOUSES:
Dave Henshaw, The Clydesdale, Paignton, South Devon.
www.theclydesdale.co.uk

Steve Dutton, The Parthian Guest House, Blackpool, FY1 3EU.
01254 404507

Seàn Kelly
Les Ondines, Chambre d’Hôtes B&B, CONDAC 16700, France
www.lesondines.net
Reductions for the 22nd out of season

HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN NORTHUMBERLAND:
Andy Taylor, 07832 249 699  www.sandsedgecottage.co.uk
BATHROOMS, TILING AND PLASTERING:
Curt Hodson, Total Tile and Bathrooms, Crewe. 
01270 210 230. www.totaltilestudio.co.uk 

Paul Russell, Cheshire. www.russvac.co.uk
HEATING, PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL:
Nick Redgrift, NRG Heating & Plumbing, Wirral
(Gas Safe Registered)
07734 281 652 or email nrg4gas@hotmail.co.uk

WEDDING MUSICIAN
Andy Taylor. Live Music for Ceremonies and Receptions. Also
available for Private Parties and Corporate Events
www.solosax.org.uk  Email: andrew@solosax.org.uk
Mobile: 07832 249 699  Home: 01670 783 693

The list does not constitute an endorsement of services
offered. Members wishing to be included in future lists should
send their details to: cheshire.regt.association@hotmail.com

Inclusion is restricted to CRA members who are the
proprietor or main owner of a business. Companies wishing to
advertise should contact The Secretary, CRA for details and rates.
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OBITUARY – Major John Holden TD

I lost a dear and close
friend when John died on
Monday the 2nd September
2013 after a long and brave
battle against cancer. I knew
John for 50 years. His
integrity, expertise,
commitment and friendship
will also be missed
throughout the CRA,
CRAMC and Stockport
Branch in particular. 

He was commissioned
into the 7th Bn the Cheshire
Regiment (TA) in the early
1960s and posted to C Coy

at Hale. I had completed my National Service in 1952 and had
signed on in the TA serving with C Company. John had been
commissioned at OCTU while at Loughborough where he did his
teaching degree. He had been appointed to the staff at Altrincham
Grammar School as the woodwork master, or so it was in my
days at this school. John continued to serve with the 7th Bn with
a posting to Stockport and appointment as platoon commander of
the Stalybridge detachment. Men who served with him at
Stalybridge are key members of the Stockport Branch today.
When the 7th Bn was disbanded he served with the 4/7th
Battalion Cadre until its disbandment. He was then posted to A
Coy (Cheshire) the Mercian Volunteers based at The Armoury
and went on to command the Company. At the end of his tour he
was posted to the TA Reserve and awarded the TD. John served
over 12 years with the TA, mainly at Stockport. 

He was OC at the time the Stockport Branch CRA was
formed, after the Old Comrades Association stood down. Captain
Bob Morton who had been the guiding light of the OCA and a
veteran of St Julien handed over the reins to the present branch.
John joined the Stockport Branch there and then. He has been
President and Vice President of the Branch for over 30 years. He
was a life member. John was the longest serving member of The
Trustees of the Stockport Armoury having been a Trustee for
nearly four decades. In this role he ensured that the interests of
the Branch were also considered. The Stockport Branch has
upheld the tradition of commemorating the Battle of St Julien -
31st July 1917 with the annual Church parade and service under
the stewardship of John. 

John had a passion for, and great knowledge of, keys, locks
and safes and left education to set up his own business, in
Altrincham, as John Holden Security Ltd. In the 1990s I was
Chairman of Stockport Branch. I spent the last 7 years of my
working life at Manchester Airport. Every Monday after leaving
work I would call on John at his office to update him on the
branch activities. We would spend a most enjoyable ¾ hour over
a cup of coffee. On retiring from full time work John kindly
offered facilities in his premises for CRA activities so I used his
office to produce the CRA newsletter. Two desks, a computer,
telephone, fax, duplicating and filing facilities were at my
disposal for five days a week and Saturday mornings. When I
was organising pilgrimages and tours on behalf of the CRA the
planning was undertaken from these premises. Unfortunately,
due to his business commitments, John could not join us on the
Far East Pilgrimages but joined us on the trips to Sicily with
General Peter Martin. He also assisted me with the pilgrimages
to Salerno and Anzio, Rome and Rimini. I can recall a wonderful

moment on our first trip to Sicily when, on the first morning,
General Peter came down to breakfast, saw John and Judy at a
table, went up to them and said, “Good Morning - do you two
talk at breakfast?” John replied, “No sir.” General Peter said,
“Good, then may I join you?” John took a keen interest in all of
our military pilgrimages and joined us on a number of the trips
to the Ypres Salient and St Julien. 

John had many other interests; he worshipped at St Peters in
Hale and was the treasurer of the PCC for many years. He
enjoyed bookkeeping and his ledgers for both the PCC and his
business were immaculate. He enjoyed horse riding and at one
time owned a horse. He was the treasurer of the local branch of
Riding for the Disabled. He loved antiques and was an active and
qualified member of the Master Locksmiths Association. He
never lost his skills with the tools. He had a much-admired
collection of antique locks, keys and safes which he sold with the
business in December 2012. 

From my association with Manchester Airport and the PRA,
John and I were friends with two ex Czech Army Officers who
trained as parachutists at Ringway in WW2. They invited us to
see their country and consequently we enjoyed many trips to
Prague and Bratislava. 

John and I share a common birthday, the 11th March, though
I am, alas, a decade older. In March 2002 we agreed to celebrate
our birthdays (60th and 70th) with family and friends in Prague.
We stayed in the Ambassador Hotel in Wenceslas Square and
invited Major General Gustav Svoboda, also a Para who trained
at Ringway and members of the Czech Legionaries to join us.
The party was a great success and during the evening John and I
were presented with the Commemorative Medal of the
Association of Czechoslovak Legionaries in recognition of the
help given in the restoration of the Legionaries’ traditions. We
both considered it to be a great honour.

John was co-opted onto CRAMC in 2004 and was
subsequently elected. He enthusiastically contributed to the work
of the committee and in 2011 was appointed Vice Chairman. His
contribution to the CRA was invaluable and his contribution to
Stockport Branch over the past four decades has been quite
unprecedented. John was awarded the President’s Certificate of
Merit this year.

The 7th Bn Reunion, now the East Cheshire Reunion, started
in 1948. In 1998 John and I took the reins. He should have been
the Presiding Officer this year. He managed the reunion on the
night with great success.

John was an officer and a gentleman; sincere, honest and
generous - however he did not suffer fools gladly, but he would
always help people in genuine need. Perhaps his demise is
because St Peter needs him to perform a role similar to that of the
Polish PoWs in Colditz. 

I shall miss his car turning into Oldfield Road to take me to
a CRA event. John enjoyed his Volvo and his number plate KEY
732 identified the man.

John was a traditionalist; he only wore three ties; The
Cheshire Regimental Tie for business, The Cheshire Regiment
Country Tie at weekends and the Mercian Tie for social
occasions. 

He was greatly supported by Judy his wife, daughter Sarah
and son in law Pedro. He enjoyed his young granddaughter Elisa;
he said, “She makes me laugh.” We send them our sincere
condolences on their sad loss. He will be greatly missed.

Alan Jennings
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LAST POST

Lt Col Ken Ayrton died 6 Jun 2013 aged86 Ex 7th Bn
Geoff Beards (known as Lee Wilson Comedian) died 3 Jun
2013aged 74 served in Malaya 1957

Col John Billington died 13 Sep 2013 aged 84 Ex CO 1st Bn
Dec 1970 to Jun 73

Peter Burnley died August 2013 served 1968-71 A Coy
Jim Davies died 20 Sep 2013 aged 91 Ex WW2 1942-46
served North Africa, Italy & Europe

Ian Ebbutt died 21 Sep 2013 Ex 1st Bn 1982-92
David Griffiths died 29 Jul 2014 aged 74 Ex 1st Bn
Terry Goddard died 30 Aug 2013
Maj John Holden died 2 Sep 2013 Ex 7th Bn & Mercian Vols.
Member of the CRAMC

Pte Michael Ihemere – 1st Bn died whilst taking part in
routine training at Catterick on Thursday 28 August 2013.

John McClain died Jun 2013
Hywel Parry died 1 May 2013
Maj John Scurfield died 3 Sep 2013 aged 81 Served 1949-
1966

Michael Sidley died 25 Feb 2013
Brian Street died 9 Apr 2013 Ex1st Bn and Canal Zone
Col Tony Walker died 14 May 2013

2013
26 Oct East Cheshire Reunion, Stockport
8 Dec Droppin Well Memorial Service, Ballykelly

2014
15 Feb CRA AGM and Lunch
4 Apr Officers Lunch 

Wellington College, Crowthorne
9 May Chester Race Day

21-25 Aug Centenary of Battle of Mons, Belgium
6 Sep Officers Association Ladies Dinner, Chester
7 Sep Mons Day Parade and Lunch, Chester

100th Anniversary

News of major events is published on the CRA page of
www.cheshiremilitarymusem.co.uk and also on the CRA
facebook page.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2013-2014 CLUB NEWS

The Club can be used for Branch Events and Private Parties
by arrangement. A concessionary hire rate for CRA members’
private use applies. Branches do not pay to use the Club. 

Normal opening times are:
Monday 1200-1400
Wednesday 1200-1400
Friday 1200-1400

1900-2330
Saturday - by arrangement
Sunday 1200-1400

For all Club enquiries, contact Alan Jones on 07906 753699

22 CLUB WINNERS
May
£100 Mr R S Goodwin MBE, Paignton
£50 Mr P A Ellis, Woodchurch
£25 Mr G Hayden, Stoke-on-Trent

June
£100.00 Mr R J Morgan-Wynne, Nantwich
£50.00 Mr G R Cameron, Llandudno

(kindly donated to the Museum)
£25.00 Mr M R West, Cullercoats

July
£100.00 Mr W Jones, Middleton
£50.00 Maj J S Holden, Hale
£25.00 Mr S Abbott, Erdington

August
£100.00 Maj K J Fletcher, Catterick
£50.00 Mr R Earnshaw, Connah's Quay
£25.00 Mr D S Baddeley, Hough, Nr Crewe

September
£100.00 Mr A Oram, Prestatyn
£50.00 Mr R J Salmon, Saughall
£25.00 CRA Walsall Branch

MONS DRAW WINNERS
£200 Mrs P Jackson, New Brighton
£100 Mr J Fairbanks, Chester
£50 Miss M Birch, Salisbury
£25 Mr R Williams, Worcester
£25 Ms J Holloway, Stockport
£10 Mr B Thorley, Alsager
£10 Tranmere Branch

TERRY GODDARD
Although I have yet to receive an obituary for Terry, I can

report that by happy coincidence, exactly 22 ex members of the
regiment attended Terry Goddard’s funeral. Terry was a very
popular member of the battalion during his service, a
consummate soldier and Mortar Man and capable of turning his
hand to all aspects of battalion life. He was also a loving
husband, father and grandfather and a true friend to many.

I know that Major Ron Goodwin MBE has many happy
memories of Terry, but he also noted that Terry had legs that were
not made to hang out of shorts. What set them off was the brown
issue pumps with a black toe cap he always wore.


